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Closing Ceremony of “Workshop on Ancient Wisdom for 

Modern Challenges” 

Words of Welcome by the President Fali Voyatzaki 

8 July, 2022 

 

 

 

Distinguished guests, from Greece and abroad,   

 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you on behalf of the 

Members of the Board of the GNHM to this closing ceremony of 

your workshop on Ancient Wisdom for modern challenges, 

which takes place here, in our Center for Environmental 

Research and Education with the name GAIA, after the ancient 

Greek goddess GAIA, meaning Earth, the mother of life.  

I consider this symbolic and an ideal place for this event.  

 

The ancient Greeks named all areas of exceptional beauty and 

high biological significance, sanctuaries, shelters for the Gods. As 
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nature was considered as sacred, any human activity which 

affected it, was considered as offending the Gods and thus 

punishable. There were strict rules, governing the operation of 

such areas similar to the rules and regulations that today apply 

for national parks. They were the greatest means of 

conservation in the ancient world.  

 

In Epirus, in the oracle of Dodoni, the first oracle to be 

established in Greece, the priests interpreted the will of God 

Zeus, by listening to the rustling of the leaves of the sacred oak. 

Speaking leaves they were called.  

 

Today, man’s quest to reestablish the lost balance of the world 

both on the natural as well as the social level, leads to the quest 

for a new code of values in order to bring a new balance for the 

sake of mankind.   

Shall we turn to leaves and learn from their voice some of the 

wisdom we have lost? Some of the wisdom we had acquired by 

living close to nature in interrelationship with nature? 
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The G.N.H.M. is a private nonprofit foundation, established in 

1964 by the late Angelos and Niki Goulandris. It was a time that 

the words environment, biodiversity, sustainability, 

environmental education were not on the agenda of policy 

makers citizens.  

 

Angelos Goulandris was a visionary with deep humanitarian 

qualities. He inspired and led the endeavor of the creation and 

operation of the museum. Niki Goulandris was a charismatic 

personality internationally known for her achievements for the 

protection of the environment and a well-known botanical 

painter. To honor her efforts to advance European values 

towards a new ecological ethos she was named, in 1991, a 

“Woman of Europe”. 

 

The Museum is proud of its collections, which number hundreds 

of thousands of specimens from the country’s botanical, 

geological and paleontological wealth.  
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They form a valuable national asset, the country’s databanks and 

the basis for scientific research and application in the fields of 

environmental policy, culture and sectoral policies.  

 

In the field of education the Museum was the first Museum to 

start in 1974 environmental education for schools. Biologists and 

educators instructed hundreds of thousand of children in the 

exhibitions halls, initiated them into the workings of the natural 

and animal world, and the interdependence and balance of 

ecosystems. We believe that the change in the way of thinking is 

not possible but with systematic education from preschool age 

to adulthood. An education that instills the values of respect for 

nature and culture.  
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At the same time the Museum with its bioanalytical laboratory is 

exploring active substances from endemic plants of Greece for 

therapeutic potential against human diseases and our soil 

ecology laboratory is dealing with programs of precise 

agriculture.  

 

Currently we have renovated the new permanent exhibition of 

the GAIA Center, highlighting the major contemporary 

environmental problem of Climate change. With the title 

Climate Change and us, our new interactive exhibition proposes 

solutions to face and decrease the consequences and eliminate 

the dangers of climate change.  

 

Today the GNHM with facilities in Kifissia, Thessaloniki and 

Rethymnon, addresses the main environmental issues for the 

21st century. Loss of Biodiversity, Climate Change, degradation of 

Seas, Forests, Waters, Wetlands and Soil, Quality of Life.  
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Especially the objective of EKBY- our branch in Thessaloniki is to 

promote the sustainable management of renewable natural 

resources in Greece and other areas of the Mediterranean 

basin and Europe. 

 

Its priorities include: monitoring and assessment of changes to 

ecosystems; scientific knowledge to halt the loss of biodiversity 

and the deterioration of waters; information and awareness to 

promote sustainable practices. 

 

Distinguished guests, in order to achieve our goals we realize 

that an international collaboration is needed. The Museum as a 

member of UNSDSN Greece, will try to become a significant 

actor and help guiding the next generations, towards 

sustainable pathways. “Pathways that support economic 

efficiency, social cohesion and environmental resilience”. 

 


